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Asbury Woods
Launches Interactive
Trail Map

The first week of September Asbury Woods will debut a new interactive trail map and visitor
experience through Engage by Cell, a recognized leader in mobile technology solutions. The
new program will allow visitors to use a QR code to have a dynamic trail map in their hands.
“Blue Dot” waypoint locating will use GPS to show visitors where they are on the trail system to
enhance navigation and wayfinding. The program will also include points of interest along the
trails to provide a deeper level of engagement for visitors who want to know more about the
flora, fauna and history of Asbury Woods. Seasonable updates will ensure that there is always
something new to learn whether a first-time visitor or a frequent trail user.

Additional Asbury Woods content, videos, quizzes, feedback forms and links to upcoming
programs and events will provide a one-stop-shop for all things Asbury Woods. The platform
provides easy to use, app-like interaction with the convenience of not having to download a
specific app to your smartphone.

To kick off our new platform, Asbury Woods is launching a trail naming contest! Currently there
is a short trail that connects the Guided Trail to the east end of the boardwalk trail. This trail is
called the Meteorite Trail as a nod to the large rock that sits at the intersection with the Guided
Trail. The name meteorite is misleading. In fact, this unique rock is a glacial erratic. A glacial
erratic is a rock that differs in type from the composition of rocks native to the area and was
deposited in a new location through the movement of glaciers. Glacial erratics can be small
pebbles or the size of a building but were all moved from their original location to where they
rest due to glacial activity. They often are in unusual locations, don’t match the surroundings
and often show signs of scouring from movement over the surface of land and ice.

You can be part of Asbury Woods history by submitting your suggestion for a
new name for this trail! Use the QR code below to visit our new mobile visitor
platform and submit your suggested trail name by November 1. While on the
platform, check out the interactive trail map, the points of interest and view
upcoming events.

This initiative was made possible thanks to funding from Erie County Gaming Revenue Authority’s
Building a Better Future: Parks, Fields and Trails Grant Program.



FROM OUR EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

New Events and
Old Favorites

Welcome to fall at Asbury Woods! After a
summer full of events, programs, and camps,
we are thrilled to welcome back thousands
of school students who visit for curriculum-
enhancing field trips. Last school year,
nearly 10,000 students visited for hands-on
environmental education experiences. It’s a

T Jennifer Farrar, CFRE
core part of our mission at Asbury Woods.

Executive Director

Along with school field trips resuming, we are excited about a brand-new event for

the community. Winnie the Pooh’s Asbury Adventure will take place on September 21
with morning and afternoon sessions available. This new event aims to raise significant
dollars for Asbury Woods' mission while providing a magical experience to our young
visitors by connecting the beloved mythical characters of Winnie the Pooh and friends
with the very real and natural environment at Asbury Woods. As always, fun and
learning will go hand in hand to create a one-of-a-kind day!

It may seem far away, but we are already planning for another spectacular Winter
Wonderland! It’s our biggest draw of the year, with nearly 15,000 people visiting
to see the lights, walk the boardwalk and visit the model train display. This will

be our fifth-year hosting in the current format of open every night in December
except December 24, 25 and 31. We will continue to offer it as a free program so
that it’s available for all members of the community, but much like our Monday
Music series this summer, we will be asking visitors to consider a S5 per person
donation. Small donations from thousands of people add up to big dollars that

we can invest in programs and our property. Visitors who can make the modest
donation are ensuring that Asbury Woods remains a community gem that provides a
natural setting for everyone to enjoy, a haven for plants and wildlife, and important
environmental education programs for children.

Finally, in the new category we also will host a New Year’s Eve party at Asbury
Woods. For those of you looking for a casually elegant evening in a beautiful natural
setting to ring in the new year, we have you covered! See the back cover for details.

Thank you to everyone who has supported us with your donations, program
attendance, advocacy, and volunteerism. We couldn’t do it without you!

From the Woods,

-
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for and protection of natural places is a deeply held
personal and community value.

The Mission of Asbury Woods is to inspire a greater

connection to the natural world by protecting, managing

and interpreting our property; providing outdoor
recreational opportunities; and offering environmental
education experiences.

asburywoods.org | 814.835.5356

The Asbury Woods Partnership is a 5013(C) nonprofit charity registered with the Bureau of Charitable Organizations. The official

registration and financial information may be obtained from the PA Dept. of State at 1-800-732-0999. Funding for the Asbury Woods

Partnership is provided through grants, program fees and the generosity of our members, donors and patrons.
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future for Northwestern Pennsylvania where appreciation
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UPCOMING EVENTS & FESTIVALS

Winnie the Pooh's Asbury Adventure | September 21
Times: 9:00 a.m. —12:00 p.m. and 2:00 — 5:00 p.m.
Cost: $22 per ticket (children under the age of two are free)

Join us for a day of fun and adventure with Winnie the Pooh and friends!

Kids and adults alike will delight in the chance to see life-size characters, discover
where each friend lives on a magical walk, join a dance party, visit Eeyore's cloud
room, take a chance at themed raffle baskets, and make lots of new friends!

Sponsored by: Debbie Turner Additional Support & Partners:

Scary Creature Feature | October 10, 11 and 12

Time: 6:00 — 8:00 p.m.

Cost: $9, children under three are free

This is a family event, complete with activities, storytelling and a guided walk through the
woods where guests encounter and learn about some not-so-scary nocturnal creatures
that live in the forest. It’s the perfect chance to explore the woods at night and enjoy the
cool, crisp air of an autumn evening.

Sponsored by:

Sponsored by:

6 Mile Trail Run | October 12

Time: 9:00 a.m.
Cost: S30

Join us for the final race of the 2024 trail run series! Wind your way through
six miles of trails, fields, and streets to go the distance. Enjoy the beautiful fall
colors of nature as you race to the finish line.

Special Thanks:

Winter Wonderland | December 1 - 30
(except December 24, 25, and 31)

Time: 5:30—8:30 p.m.

FREE, open to the public.

Suggested donation $5 per person.

Our extended version of Winter Wonderland is back! The boardwalk adjacent to
the Andrew J. Conner Nature Center at Asbury Woods will be lit up each night
in December (except December 24, 25, and 31) for the community to enjoy a

peaceful evening stroll on the boardwalk through the woods. Stop inside the Nature Center and view our animal exhibit,
browse holiday items for sale in our expanded gift shop, and visit the sprawling holiday-themed model train display! Winter
Wonderland is free thanks to the generous support of our sponsors, but we ask that you consider a suggested donation of $5
per person to help support Asbury Woods's growing slate of environmental programs for all ages.

Sponsored by:
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FALL PROGRAMS: september - December 2024

YOUTH

Nature Tots

Dates: Wednesdays, September 11 —
December 11 (Except Oct. 2)

Time: 9:30-10:15 a.m.

Age: Children 18 — 36 months
accompanied by an adult

Location: Nature Center

Supporting Donor Fee: $6

Program Fee: 58

Calling all little explorers! Toddlers and
an accompanying adult will enjoy nature
play and exploration through sensory
experiences, hands-on activities, and
crafts. Most weeks include an outdoor
activity so come dressed for the weather.

Preschool Nature

Discovery

Dates: Wednesdays, September 11 —
December 11 (Except Oct. 2)

Time: 11:00a.m. —12:00 p.m.

Age: Children 3 - 5 years old,
accompanied by an adult

Location: Nature Center

Supporting Donor Fee: $8

Program Fee: 510

Big adventures begin at Asbury Woods

in our nature class for preschoolers.
Classes will include science and nature
explorations through sensory experiences,
hands-on activities, and crafts. Most
weeks include an outdoor activity so come
dressed for the weather.

EcoExplorers
Club for Middle Schoolers

Dates: September 12 — December 19
Two Thursdays per month

Time: 6:00—7:30 p.m.

Age: Starting 6th-8th grade this fall
Location: Nature Center

Supporting Donor Fee: $45

Program Fee: S56

Are you a middle schooler interested in nature
and science? Join EcoExplorers Club and meet
animal ambassadors, dive deeper into nature
and the outdoors, and do hands-on science
activities! Club meetings will be two Thursdays
each month. You will receive an email with
meeting dates after registration. Previous
members and new members are welcome.
Come join us for the perfect blend of learning
and fun!
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Scout Navigator Day
Dates: Saturday, October 26
Times and Ages:
e Geocacher
Grades 4 -5, 10:00 a.m. —12:00 p.m.

e [etterboxer
Grades 2 -3, 1:00-2:30 p.m.
e Orienteering Adventure
Grades 4 -8, 1:00— 2:30 p.m.
Location: Nature Center
Program Fee: 59

Use clues, compasses, or GPS units to
find your way! Scouts will work toward
their Brownie “Letterboxer” badge, Wolf
“Finding Your Way” adventure, Junior
“Geocacher” badge, Webelos “Tech on
the Trail” adventure, or any badge or
adventure that requires learning to use a
compass, including Junior “Camper” and
Scout “Orienteering.” Children under age
9 must be accompanied by an adult, but
there is no charge for adults. Children

9 years of age or older may attend
independently. Each child must register for
the correct grade level.

Pumpkin Hunt

Dates: Sunday, October 27

Time: 1:00 - 2:00 p.m. or 3:00 — 4:00 p.m.
Age: Children 3 - 8 years old,
accompanied by an adult

Location: Nature Center

Supporting Donor Fee: 510

Program Fee: 513

It’s pumpkin season! Children and an
accompanying adult can join a naturalist
for a pumpkin story, a signs of fall hike,
and a pumpkin hunt. Each child will take
home a small pumpkin.

Pre-registration is required
for all programs,
unless otherwise noted

Kids Night Out!

Dates: Fridays, November 22 and
December 13

Time: 5:30-8:30 p.m.

Age: Children 5- 11 years old
Location: Nature Center
Supporting Donor Fee: $36
Program Fee: 545

Want to get a jump start on holiday
shopping or enjoy a night out? Let your
kids hang out with us at the Woods! We'll
do indoor and outdoor activities and have
a pizza for dinner! Dinner and a drink will
be provided.

Homeschool Programs

at the Woods

Time: 2:00 - 4:00 p.m.

Age: K- 5th

Location: Nature Center

Supporting Donor Fee: 510

Program Fee: 512

Homeschool programs with pre-lessons and
extension activities are back! Sign up for
one or all of the classes below and you'll
receive pre-lessons and extension activities
prior to the class. All classes address

the Ecology and Environment PA State
Standards. Parents may drop children off or
choose to stay with them regardless of age.

September 19 — Tree ID Hike

Practice your identification skills

and create your own Asbury Woods

Tree Identification guide. Students will
review the basic anatomy of a tree, learn

to identify trees, and take a hike to locate
some of the various types of trees at onsite.

October 24 — | Wonder...

Are you curious why the forest has so many
tall trees? Or why salamanders like to hide
under logs? This program utilizes some of
the new STEELS standards by providing
students with the opportunity and tools

to explore their interests in the forests of
Asbury Woods.

November 14 — Food Chains

Lots of animals besides humans love to
feast! Join us for a food chain-themed
program learning about different types
of producers and consumers as well as
understanding the importance of all life
within an ecosystem.



ALL AGES

Family Nature Nights
Date: Fridays, September 6,
October 4, November 1

Time: 6:30—-8:00 p.m.

Age: All Ages

Location: Nature Center
Supporting Donor Fee: S6
Program Fee: S8

Ages 2 and under free

Bring the whole family to Family Nature
Night at Asbury Woods! During this new
program the whole family can explore
nature and do crafts together. September
— Celebrate the Year of Trees by going

on a tree hike and creating your own

tree identification book. October — Meet
Asbury Woods resident reptiles and
decorate a turtle shell. November — Test
your nature knowledge during family
nature trivia and create a tree cookie craft.
All family members ages 3 and up must be
registered for the program.

The Great Migration with
Nature Photographer
Dr. John Gerber

Date: Thursday, September 12

Time: 6:00—-7:30 p.m

Age: Adults and Children ages 8 and up
Location: Nature Center

FREE, registration required

Based in Mayville, NY, Dr. John Gerber is

a world-class international photographer
of nature, wildlife and more, whose photo
adventures have taken him from Africa
and India to Brazil and Patagonia, and
everywhere in between. John will share
his experience in chronicling the Great
Migration, documenting the Wildebeest in
their 1100 mile seasonal journey crossing
the Mara River, following them from Kenya
to their calving territory in Tanzania.

Family Tree Walk & Craft
Dates: Saturday, September 14

Time: 2:00 - 3:30 p.m.

Age: All Ages

Location: Nature Center

Supporting Donor Fee: : 56

Program Fee: S8

Ages 2 and under free

Enjoy the trees at Asbury Woods during
this guided family walk. Families will
create their own tree ID book with

leaf and bark rubbings. After the walk,
complete a tree craft to take home. All
family members ages 3 and up must be
registered for the program.

Tree Identification Walk
with Sierra Club

Date: Saturday, October 5
Time: 9:30-10:30 a.m.
Age: All Ages

Location: Nature Center
FREE, registration required

This will be a casual hike led by members
of Sierra Club Lake Erie Group with a focus
on tree identification. These longtime
nature enthusiasts will share interesting
facts about trees and answer your
guestions during an approximately 1-mile
hike. Meet at the kiosk by the nature
center parking lot. Rain date: October 19.

Family Owl Prowl

Dates: Tuesday, October 15

Time: 6:00 - 7:30 p.m.

Age: Adults and children ages 10 and up
Location: Nature Center

Supporting Donor Fee: 58

Program Fee: 510

Kids and adults alike will delight in this
unique evening program. The experience
begins indoors learning about local owls
and dissecting owl pellets. Bring your
flashlights for a short hike where the
educator will use their voice to try to get
a response call from a real owl, and if you
are lucky, you can observe the owl with
your flashlight.

Ashton Ferns' Spooky

Terrarium Class

Date: Wednesday, October 23

Time: 6:30 - 7:30 p.m.

Age: Adults and children ages 3 and up
Location: Nature Center

Program Fee: 540

Make your very own Spooky Halloween
Terrarium! This class includes two tropical
plants, 100% sustainable glass terrarium,
halloween decor, decorative gravel, and soil.

Full Moon Hike
Date: Friday, November 15
Time: 7:00 - 8:00 p.m.
Age: All ages

Location: Brown's Farm
Supporting Donor Fee: 55
Program Fee: 57

Learn how full moons got their names,
more about the dark through fun
activities, and explore the trails on a
guided hike. November’s full moon is
called the Beaver Moon. Boots, weather-
appropriate outerwear, and flashlights are
recommended for all participants.

Wild Feasts

Date: Saturday, November 30
Time: 10:00 - 11:00 a.m.

Age: All ages

Location: Nature Center

FREE, no pre-registration required

Visit the exhibit hall to meet a few
of our ambassador animals and learn
what they eat!

Ashton Ferns' Winter

Terrarium Class

Date: Thursday, December 5

Time: 6:30—-7:30 p.m.

Age: Adults and children ages 3 and up
Location: Nature Center

Program Fee: $40

Make your very own Winter Terrarium!

This class includes two tropical plants, 100%
sustainable glass terrarium, winter decor,
decorative gravel, and soil.

First Day Hike
Date: Wednesday, January 1
Time: 10:00-11:00 a.m.
Age: All Ages

Location: Nature Center
FREE, registration required

Celebrate the New Year at Asbury Woods!
Join us on New Year’s Day for a 1- 2 mile
guided trail hike. Dress for the weather;

if there is over 6 inches of snow we will
use snowshoes — bring your own or use
Asbury Woods’ equipment.
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ALL AGES ADULTS

Winter Solstice Night Hike
Date: Saturday, December 21

Time: 6:00 - 7:00 p.m.; 7:30 - 8:30 p.m.
Age: All Ages

Location: Nature Center

Supporting Donor Fee: 56

Program Fee: S8

Embrace the long nights of winter as

we hike the trails of Asbury Woods on

the longest night of the year. The entire
program is held outdoors. Be sure to
check out the lights at Winter Wonderland
before or after the hike!

Cross Country Ski Clinic
Dates: Saturdays, December 7 and 14
Time: 10:30 a.m. —12:00 p.m.

Age: Adults and children ages 10 and up
Location: Nature Center

Supporting Donor Fee: 513

Program Fee: 516

No pre-registration required

The snowy trails at Asbury Woods are

the perfect place to learn how to cross
country ski. These clinics will teach
participants the basics of cross country
skiing. No prior experience is needed, and
all equipment is provided. There must be
at least 6” of snow for the clinic.

Snowshoe Clinic

Dates: Saturdays, December 7 and 14
Time: 1:30-3:00 p.m.

Age: Adults and children ages 10 and up
Location: Nature Center

Supporting Donor Fee: 513

Program Fee: 516

No pre-registration required

Snowshoeing is a great way to explore the
outdoors during the winter months. The
clinic provides you with basic techniques.
If you can walk, you can snowshoe!

No prior experience is needed, and all
equipment is provided. Waterproof boots
are recommended. There must be at least
6” of snow for the clinic.
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Herbal Remedies

A Hands-On Botanical Journey
Dates: Thursdays, September 26 — October 24
Time: 6:00 - 7:00 p.m.

Age: Adults

Location: Nature Center or Brown's Farm
Program Fee: 5240 for 5 weeks

Call to sign up for weeks 2 - 4 only at

$50 each

Kristy Baird of Verity Herbs and Wellness
will lead an enriching five-week series. This
hands-on journey is designed for those
curious about herbalism and eager to
integrate natural options into their daily
lives. Participants will gain knowledge of
common herbs, their uses, and methods
for creating herbal remedies. By the end
of the series, you'll have a collection of
homemade herbal products and a deeper
appreciation for the natural world.

Week 1: Medicinal Plant Walk at Brown’s Farm
Week 2: Processing the Plants

Week 3: Making Tinctures, Glycerites,

and Vinegars at Brown's Farm

Week 4: Crafting Infused Oils, Salves, & Balms
Week 5: Closing Tea Meditation with
Singing Bowls

Nature Exploration for
Adults with Disabilities
Dates: Fridays, September 27 and October 25
Time: 1:00 —2:00 p.m.

Age: Adults with a caregiver

Location: Nature Center

Supporting Donor Fee: 58

Program Fee: 510

Adults with disabilities and their care givers
will enjoy outdoor exploration on our
accessible boardwalk followed by a hands-
on nature activity. There will be a different
theme each month. Only one registration is
required per adult/caregiver pair.

Mushroom Discovery Hike
Date: Saturday, September 28

Time: 10:00-11:30 a.m.

Age: Adults and teens

Location: Nature Center

Supporting Donor Fee: S5

Program Fee: 57

Learn how to identify a wide range of fungi
while strolling the Asbury Woods property
with Dr. Matthew Gacura from Gannon
University. Asbury Woods does not allow
harvesting, so be ready to enjoy the hunt
and take home only memories and photos.

Gardening 101

Tips for Indoor/Winter Gardening
Date: Thursday, October 17

Time: 6:00—7:30 p.m.

Age: Adults

Location: Nature Center

Free, registration required

Interested in gardening but don't know
where to start? Want to grow a garden but
don't have the space? Join this informative
class with long time gardener Stephanie
Thompson who brings 25 years of
experience as she explains how to care for
indoor plants and explains which plants
grow well in pots. This event is hosted by
Young Erie Professionals.

Spooky Specimens
Trivia Night

Date: Friday, October 25

Time: 7:00 - 8:30 p.m.

Age: Adults

Location: Nature Center
Supporting Donor Fee: $10
Program Fee: 512

What do you call a group of crows? What
is the strangest thing an animal eats?

Bring your friends and some snacks for a
fun-loving, interactive nature trivia night.

Grandmother Tree
History Hike

Date: Sunday, November 3

Time: 1:00—2:00 p.m.

Age: Adults and children ages 14 and up
Location: Nature Center

Supporting Donor Fee: S5

Program Fee: 57

Explore Asbury Woods’ history on the

way to visit the Grandmother tree. Asbury
Woods staff will share the history of the
property and point out evidence of this
history. This walk will be approximately 1.5
miles to the tree and back. Meet outside
the nature center front doors.

Cold Process Soap Making
Dates: Tuesdays; September 17,
November 12, December 10

Time: 6:00—7:30 p.m.

Age: Adults

Location: Nature Center

Supporting Donor Fee: 530

Program Fee: $35, includes all supplies.

Experience the magic of soapmaking using
regular kitchen equipment and inexpensive
ingredients. Each attendee will make two
bars of soap from natural ingredients.



Asbury Woods Recognizes Outstanding Volunteers

Asbury Woods thrives because of volunteers who play a vital role in helping us to achieve our goals of conserving the land,
connecting people to nature and inspiring environmental stewardship. We were fortunate to have 225 volunteers spend
4,632 hours of their time caring for the Woods and sustaining our educational programs this past year.

The recipients of Asbury Woods” annual Volunteer of the Year Awards go above and beyond in their efforts to inspire
a greater sense of environmental awareness, sustainability and stewardship to visitors. We are proud to announce the
distinguished recipients of our annual Volunteer of the Year Awards.

Adult Volunteer of the Year: Allie Leitzel

Allie started volunteering with Asbury Woods in 2022 and has already had a huge
impact donating over 400 hours of her time! After retiring, Allie came to Asbury
Woods looking for a way to utilize her undergraduate knowledge in biology and
chemistry. Since coming on board, Allie has volunteered at festivals, City Nature
Challenge, Cyclefest, Children’s Water Festival, at countless hikes, and has spent
many hours teaching children about nature. Allie states that, “A few of my favorite
things about volunteering at Asbury Woods are teaching macroinvertebrates and
water quality chemistry tests, as well as working with Asbury Wood’s Environmental
Educators and learning more about nature.”

Allie’s dedication and appreciation for nature is an asset to the entire community and Asbury Woods organization.
Thank you, Allie, for always stepping in when we need a hand!

Youth Volunteer of the Year: Kate Pelkowski

Kate started volunteering with Asbury Woods in 2022, where she started as part of
the Animal Care Crew and later as a summer camp assistant. Since then, Kate has
donated over 200 hours of her time. One of her favorite parts of volunteering at
Asbury Woods is caring for our resident ambassador animals, particularly the box
turtle, Fridge. Kate says, “I love working with all the school groups and seeing a love
for science and nature in summer campers.” She originally began volunteering at
Asbury Woods as part of a school service requirement but has stayed on because
she loves the atmosphere and how nice the staff are.

We love having the younger generation as volunteers and hope that even more choose Asbury Woods as their way to give
back. Thank you, Kate, for all the time and energy you’ve put in with our Summer Campers!

New Volunteer of the Year: Jon Hurst

This spring, Asbury Woods put out a call for help for Facilities and Grounds volunteers,
and Jon Hurst answered that call! Since then, he has dedicated over 50 hours of

his time to projects such as boardwalk repair and other trail maintenance. Jon was
familiar with Asbury Woods as a walking destination, often coming with his wife. Jon
states, “I enjoy giving back to Asbury Woods because | see it as an asset in Erie that
lots of people use and appreciate.” Jon says he has found the experience worthwhile
and would recommend it to others thinking about volunteering.

We certainly appreciate all the work you have done and hope that others will be
inspired by your efforts to volunteer as well. Thank you, Jon, for all your hard work!

Read more about our award recipients and the full article on our website at asburywoods.org/news.
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New Tees! Take a Plant, A Tree-mendous
In celebration of the Year Leave a Plant stand New Year’s Eve
of Trees, Asbury Woods is returns for September! at Asbury Woods
introducing a new T-shirt!
The Carrie T. Watson Garden Wrap up our Year of Trees with a
This one-of-a-kind limited edition Club plans to stock the stand casually elegant night at Asbury
T-shirt is available in our gift shop with perennials for the month of Woods. Skip the downtown,
while supplies last. Show your September, with the thought that late night scene and ring in the
love for trees and support Asbury gardeners will be dividing perennials new year surrounded by the
Woods by sporting one of these in their gardens as well. beautifully lighted trees along the
awesome green T-shirts. The public is welcome to take any Asbury Woods boardwalk. Warm
plants at no cost. Likewise, if you up in the Nature Center with
have plants you wish to share, you cocktails, wine, and heavy hors
can leave a plant for others to enjoy. d’oeuvres. Plus, your celebratory
evening benefits the programs
The plant stand is located on the and mission of Asbury Woods.
front porch of the Nature Center.
Visit anytime to take a plant Visit our website for more details
or leave a plant! asburywoods.org/events

Nature Center The Squeaky Frog Gift Shop: Trails

Through October 31: Same as Nature Center Open Dawn to Dusk
Monday — Saturday 10:00 a.m. — 5:00 p.m.

Sunday 12:00 — 5:00 p.m

November 1 — March 31:

Monday — Saturday 10:00 a.m. — 4:00 p.m. n m u u
Sunday 12:00 — 4:00 p.m






